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In the Works City Council Reviews City Water Supplies

On October 19", the City Council held a work session to discuss the status of the City’s water sup-
plies and water conservation efforts. The session was prompted by dry weather over the past several 2 Cit N l B i f
years, and the potential for a more serious drought if dry weather continues. The Council reviewed Y ews n 1' e
plans to use alternate supplies should the region’s primary supplies at Lake Cachuma become de- NG 5 www.cifsenta-barbara.ca.us

pleted. The staff presented a plan for meeting demand over the next three years with no greater
that 10% shortage, even with a continuing drought more severe than any in recorded history. The

Council also heard an update on the City’s comprehensive and award- ,
SANTA BARBARA o . . . )
winning water conservation programs, credited with helping our custom-
ers reduce per capita water use by 25% compared to 1988. The Council
identified additional areas to investigate for potential further savings and
s directed staff to return with a follow-up report. For more information, call
e (000) 064-5460, or visit website at www.SantaBarbaraCA.gov.
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. . To our valued readers: Due to the large number of city water customers and 20 different billing cycles,
City News In Brief Monthly Insert bills are mailed on a staggered basis throughout the month. For that reason, some of the dates and information
contained in “City News in Brief’ may be out of date by the time your water bill reaches you.



November 15" is
America Recycles Day!

Visit www.americarecyclesday.org for information and events.

Look for our mailer next month telling you what and how to
recycle in Santa Barbara, or call us at (805) 564-5587.

The City of Santa Barbara
Recycles!

Single family homes are diverting an
average of 49% of their waste and
businesses are diverting 8%. This
chart shows you what is still left in city
trash containers.

Get your FREE Recycling and

Green Waste Containers!

Paper, cardboard, cans, bottles, scrap
metal, and green waste can be re-
cycled through the city’s collection
program. Residents in single-family
homes are entitled to up to 95 gallons
(three cans) of free recycling, and 32
gallons (one can) of free green waste
pickup. Businesses, schools, and
apartments/condos are entitled to 95
gallons of free recycling and 95 gallons
of free green waste. Call your hauler
to get your free containers:

BFI (805) 965-5248

MarBorg (805) 963-1852

Join Us at the 19th Annual 2004 Sénta Barbara Parade of Lights
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Our Commitment.

SAVE THE DATE

19" Annual 2004 Santa
Barbara Parade of Lights
Sunday, December 5™

Bring the family early to cheer on
your favorite boats as entrants deck
the masts with lights and holly. Boats
are judged and prizes awarded to 1,
2n, and 3" places in five categories.
Dress warmly, and enjoy this popular
holiday event. This year’s parade
theme is “Diamond Skies and Silver
Seas.” For more parade information,
call (805) 897-2683.

EVENT SCHEDULE

Santa’s Village: 3-5 p.m.

Santa Claus, carolers & snow on the city pier
in the harbor.

Parade: 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Approximately 30 boats participate.

Fireworks: Immediately following parade
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Driving Safely on Wet Roads

The rainy season is underway and that means slippery roads and other driving hazards, like reduced vis-
ibility and even wind gusts. According to the Automobile Club of Southern California, most crashes are
preventable when motorists pay extra attention — especially during or after a rain storm.

Here are a few common-sense tips from the Auto Club
to help you stay safe on the road.

Slow down.

Motorists should drive slowly, particularly through puddles. Hitting several inches of water at high speeds
can cause a driver to lose control of the car. Fast driving through puddles may also push or splash water
into the engine and cause it to stall. Driving at slower speeds helps drivers be prepared for sudden stops
due to disabled cars, debris, and other hazards associated with wet-weather driving.

Keep your distance.

A car needs two to three times more stopping distance on wet pavement, so allow extra following distance
between cars. If the car skids and control is lost, do not slam on the brakes. Instead, apply the brakes with
a steady light, but firm pressure. Remember to steer in the direction the car is sliding. When traction is
regained, steering control will return. For cars equipped with anti-lock brakes, drivers should apply heavy
steady pressure, but not pump the brakes.

Use the center lanes.
When driving during a heavy rain, use center lanes of the road (without straddling the yellow line). Avoid
outside lanes where water collects at the curbside.

Avoid distractions.

Motorists are advised to minimize eating, drinking, cellular phone use, tuning stereo or applying makeup
while driving, particularly in the rain. If it's necessary to engage in these activities, pull over and stop in a
safe place.

Avoid downed powerlines.
Motorists are advised to stay in their vehicles if downed powerlines are present. Do not exit your vehicle
until the electric company ensures the downed powerlines are safe.

Stay informed.
Tune in to radio and television weather reports to know where flood warning areas or traffic congestion
might be located. If possible, avoid these areas.

Car Maintenance
Car maintenance needs increase during wet weather.
Motorists are advised to follow this checklist:

Check brakes periodically.
After driving through a puddle, check that brakes are working properly by tapping them gently a few times.

Use headlights and windshield defroster.

Driving in the rain means reduced visibility. The Auto Club recommends that motorists turn on the vehicle’s
headlights so they can see and be seen. Turning on the defroster helps keep the inside of the windshield
clear of moisture.

Check tires.

Make sure tires are in good condition and are at the recommended inflation level. Driving with bald tires on
a slippery surface is a major factor in skidding. Tires should have at least 1/32nd of an inch tread depth at
any two adjacent grooves, the minimum allowable by law. Driving on tires that are over-inflated or under-
inflated is also extremely dangerous on wet pavement.

Make sure windshield wiper blades are in good condition.
Streaks or skipping on the vehicle’s windshield are signs of worn wiper blades. Inspect wipers once a month

and check washer solvent reservoir to ensure it’s full.
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